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In ordinary cases the English afternoon tea is a most
enjoyable function, but at times the experience is far
from comfortable* I refer to partaking of afternoon tea in
a lady's " At Home " party* The function takes place
in the drawing-room, where everybody is supposed to
put on his or her best behaviour and, in the case of a lady
guest, also her best hat and gown* You have no table
where you can put your cup and saucer, etc*, but all the
paraphernalia must be securely perched on your knees,

As long as there is no one to disturb you, you are toler-
ably safe* You balance your cup and saucer in one hand,
and use the other to act as the connecting rod between the
delicacies on the plate, which is resting on your knees,
and the cup of tea which is to wash them down* But you
are neither free nor easy* You feel cramped and pre-
carious, unless a considerate hostess will supply you with
a small table for putting your plate, cup and saucer on*

In this uncomfortable position you may still manage
to keep up a respectable appearance and even keep up
some sort of a conversation with the person who is placed
next to you* But woe to you if a newcomer, especially
a lady, enters the room! If you have no table in front
of you, then one of two things must happen* You either
get up with your cup and saucer on top of your plate
and remain standing until the new arrival finds a seat,
or you sit tight in your chair and so avoid the risk of
upsetting your tea on somebody else's dress or the hostess's
carpet in the process of getting up* The experience is
most unpleasant and you wish that you had not accepted
the invitation at all* The anxiety is simply excruciating,
and your nerves are all set on edge even though you may